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| HAVE A DREAM j ; ((4 Y\
Martin Luther King, Jr.

rﬂ happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest demonstratlon for freedom in the
tory of our nation. b Pl
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Five score years ago, a great Amerlcan in whose symbolic shadow v we stand today, signed the Emancrpatlon

Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacoff. Iight of hope|to m|Il|ons of Negro slaves who had been
., seared in the flames of withering rnJustrce It came as a jOYOUS daybreak to end the lonéhlght of their captrvrty/

LW Qg rﬂh{tm 'P&Ei © %Q!SQ one. e YefS daos érded <tavery Jra(r ,m, ?uf)'
But one hundred years later, the Negro still i is not free. One hundred years later, the. llfeof thﬂN_éngS strll‘sadly

‘\\ crippled by the manacies of segregation,and the chains of drscrrh’nnatronI One hundred years later, Ihmgw_sﬂa \
7~ lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperltV One hundred years later, the Negro is still |

languished in the corners of American society| and finds himself an exile in his own land. And so we've come here today |
|
to dramatize a shameful condition. 5 —

vefd(here paraghicse.
-In a sense we've come to our hation's capital/to cash a check When the }archrtects of our republitﬂwrote the magnificent

Lﬁdﬁtr words of the Constitution and the Declaration of Independencg,th_g\gm_r_%mngg romrssory note to whrchEzvery& ("" o
- L7 | American was to/fall heir, This note was a promise that all men yes, black men as we Ias whlte men, would be artric T,.ﬁ
| guaranteed the "unalienable Rights" of "Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." It is obvious today that America has
L_ A' defaulted on this promissory note, insofar as her crtrzen's'of color are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred
( —foblrgatron America has glven the Negro people a bad check, fa check which has come back marked "insufficient funds." A('Ub?/
(@ tp % . ounheries ANOTPosIS odtends
But we refuse to believe that the ban’( of justice is bankrupt} We refuse to believe thatthere are[nsuﬁclggffunds]m the' ' ] ae\
great vaults of opportunrty of this nation. And so, we've come to cash(thls check, 'a check that will give us upon demand
the riches of freedom and th,eﬂsegurrty 0fjuStIC€1 Alltefar] leon /1\(\0(}\\1 loSis
é\:e have also come to this_ hallowed spot to remind A errca of the fierce urgency of Now. This is no time to engage in
_ the luxury of cooling offor to take thettranqumzmg dF [E gf‘ adua m.Now i |s the time to make re mlses of |
democracy Now is the time to rise from the| dark and de;olatQ Y L ‘Qgéfe\éatlon to the unllt?gf ?Y%maﬁﬂ%ce] A QWUG‘
Now is the time to lift our nation from the qurcksands of ra \ig’a\[] sltrc to Ehe solid roc I‘(ft)f brotherhood‘ Now is the tim
—to make justice a reahty for all of God's chlldren 1 \' 'P[mv ed /\1 qulckgr,ﬂ ((OC\L "\K(Us)

SEQ ~Alerdtion .
it would be/ fataﬁfor the Enatibh@%vérﬂ:%ﬁﬂe‘ggge ncy of the monh{%} This /swelterm@summer/of the Negro's
legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an invigorating autumn of freedom and equality. Nineteen sixty-three is

not an end, but a beginning. And those E ﬁ &e egro needed to blow off steam and will now be content will
have a rude awakening if th nation r%‘f busr

%{ nd there will be neither rest nor tran I?? America
until the Negro is granted ‘Ht'&/ﬁ”Sh'p rights. ThEBNhII’IWIh voh_:jwrll continue to shake the ound ouj

nation until the brlght dayo !ustlce ;g esl 10 WO\TLT\WU We‘(u!"l
\ul

But there is something that | must say to my people, who stand on t e[warmelh‘:}eshol\gwhlch leads into the[palac(c:ém{6
Justrce In the process of gaini our ri h{tfu lace, we must not be guilty of wrongful deeds %u not seek to satisfy
" (our thirst for freedom by drifiki 'thé dup ofbi ss and hatred|We rco ur struggle on the
L fhrg@ane of drgng / 4nd dlscrplan We must not allow our creative protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again
and again, we must rise to the majestic heights of meeting physical force wit‘h soul force.
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T hetr\marvelous ’h'(le'w ﬂiiijﬁancﬂwhich has engulfed the Negro community mustzmlt lead us to a distrust of all white
eople, for maQ{y of our white brothers, as evidenced by their Ppresence here today, have come to realize that their
estiny is tr&% vﬂt our estmyjAnd they have come to realize that their freedom is inextricably bound to our
edom. ?"W {(alion ((/(thliﬁ\
retaphore

gNe cannotvL} Ik alone]
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And as we walk, we must make the pledge that'we shall always march ahead.,

We cannot turn back. |,

Aaproro - "
There are those who are asking the devotees of civil rights, "When will you be satisfied?" We can never be satisfied as| W<
long as the Negro is the victim of the unspeakable horrors of police brutality. We can never be satisfied as long as our
bodies, heavy with the fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodging in the motels of the highways and the hotels of the cities.
We cannot be satisfied as long as the negro's basic mobility is from a smaller ghetto to a larger one. We can never be
satisfied as long as our children are stripped of their self-hood and robbed of their dignity by signs stating: "For Whites
Only." We cannot be satisfied as long as a\Negro in Mississippi cannot_vp*tgggd_a_hlegr.o_in_ﬂg_w__v.ol rk ae"eve,llﬁ__s has

nothing for which to vote} No, no, we are not satisfied, and we will not be satisfied untilF’justice rofl n like waters,
and righteousness like a mighty stream."'| E —_
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| am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of greatEriaIs and tribulations]Some of you have come fresh
from narrow jail cells. And some of you have come from areas where your quesg'i(‘(fﬁ(ést for freedom left you battered W
by the storms of persecution'and staggered by the winds of"p"dllic'e' Bi’utalit\—d You have been theﬁleterans & E‘;[éative W oo

suffering. Continue to work with the faith that unearned suffering is redemptive. Go back to Mississippi, go back to
Alabama, go back to South Carolina, go back to Georgia, go back to Louisiana, go back to the slums and ghettos of ouﬂﬂfﬁﬂr
ford el

—northern cities, knowing that somehow this situation can and will be changed.
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Let us not wallow in the Valley of déspair] | say to you today, my friendsj
- =

And so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, | still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in
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| have a dream that one day this nation will rise up]andyve out the'true meaning of its cree@} EWe hold these truths t

be self-evident, that all men are created equal.'ﬂ (D'VFCS

notrh

AU il be able to sit down together at theftable of gr‘ ﬁgﬁ%oﬂ /——\ AmPhdb/—\
| have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a,stat E'.weltering wimcgt of igius:icﬂ Eweltering with g
ppressior bas;s feggo; and 'm;;igé] 3

the wggj‘&f, will be transformed into an drtnes Vs, hjht

li{eration
| have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by thegggfl{f tteir m 3
skin but by the content of their charac;gli} i

| have 2 dream today! / 0\19(‘-1” (W?tiue @raymm
am

| have a dream that one day, down in Al a, with its vicious racists, witrﬁts governor having his:'ﬂsn;b&mmwlth the
words of “intergosition” and 'mujﬁmmnﬂ-- one day right there in Alabama little black boys and black girls will be able
to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. L m f""m\/e

, . I'have a dream that one day on the red hills of Ge(lrfia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners
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| have a dream today! e e )
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| have a dream that one dayEvery vallewgﬁ exalted{n a% em '"ﬁW nd mountain shall be made low, {he rough
p ~

places will be made plain, and the troo a‘ceﬂwlll be made straight;]"and the-gler he Lord shall be revealed :

all flesh shall see it together.”2 | potfic, 1 the ¥ g ’" s of Up \ dg gv@mcgtg

This is our hope, and this is the faith that | go back to the South with, Nw h,l\ \ Q\my Aron ale ek

this faith, we will be able of despalr[a s{t%ne of hope} With this faith, we wi
] 5 : . . n’ n {

form the jangling discords of our nation into a be
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knowing that we will be free one day
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\ towork together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up foromedom togetheli]

metaphere, pathes

'd this will be the day -- this will be \he day when all of bod 's children will be able to sing with new meaning:
Uyme AT

My country 'tis of thee, sweet land of I|berty, of thee | sng (ﬂfk S

~~ |

Land where my fathers died, land of the Pilgrim's prlde,

From every mountainside, let freedom ring!

s (e fhar freedom

And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true. I j/"";/’f's

And so let freedom ring from the Mf New Hampshire]
‘ opsTonINeW I DSHTE

Let freedom ring from the E B—' mountalns of New York !

Let freedom ring from the\"ﬁEiéhfehi‘ng‘,A—Ifeghenies 7qf<Pgr37nsyIv_a‘r‘17i'a:.l

Let freedom ring from the?now-capped Rockies of Colorado. |

Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of Cahfornla ),

4{({,-\!‘~
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But not only that: Zh /rf‘e
Let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Cj@[g@.;
'..x_t freedom ring from/Lookout Mountaln of Tennesie m e

Let freedom ring from every hill and molehlll of MISSISSIp_pI

From every mountainside, let freedom ring.

every state and every city, We
{Je ws and Gentiles, Pr.
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? Free at last! Free at Ias epdftl on
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I Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!3
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ill be able to speed up that day when all of God's childr
lics,\will be able to join hands and sing in th
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And when tf}:gvg%g‘%?pwhewﬁ allow freedom ring, when we let |t ring from M%nd mhamle.t, from _I

ck men and white men,
ords of the old Negro spiritual

rall
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