Purdy / 9’s Essay Organizer (based on IB P.E.E Style) 2020


3PP Essay Structure

1. Restate the Question First!
Restate the Question with a quick answer. (Purpose: To clearly state what you are going to prove in your essay – your opinion on a specific topic, an answer to a question)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Summarize your Essay (1st Draft) (Purpose: To map out for your reader the three arguments that you will use to support your thesis)

*Remember to tuck away your weakest argument in the middle and save your strongest argument for the end – unless you’ve come up with another, more effective method of organization.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. List your data in an outline format:
Body Paragraphs / DATA (Purpose: To express your three arguments with solid proof, using well-organized paragraphs)

	Topic sentence for Body Paragraph #1

1st topic from map sentence

First point

Proof (Pg. #)

Explanation of significance of proof

(Second point)

Proof (Pg. #)

Explanation of significance of proof

(Third point)

Proof (Pg. #)

Explanation of significance of proof

Concluding sentence for Body Par. #1




3. Look back at your focus. Does the summary sentence (mapping statement) still work? If not, change it to fit the DATA.
Introductory Paragraph (Purpose: To give your reader an overview of your opinion and supportive arguments)

(3 parts)
Hook (Purpose: To grab your reader’s attention and make him/her want to read on)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Thesis (Purpose: To clearly state what you are going to prove in your essay – your opinion on a specific topic, an answer to a question)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mapping Statement (Purpose: To map out for your reader the three arguments that you will use to support your thesis)

*Remember to tuck away your weakest argument in the middle and save your strongest argument for the end – unless you’ve come up with another, more effective method of organization.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Flip the introduction upside down. This is a paraphrasing skill. 
Concluding Paragraph (Purpose: To restate (not repeat) your thesis, summarize your supporting arguments, and leave a lasting impression with your reader)

(3 parts)

Restatement of Thesis (Purpose: To remind your reader of what you were trying to prove throughout your essay)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Summary of Main Arguments (Purpose: To remind your reader of the arguments you used to support your thesis)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Closing Statement (Purpose: To make the essay sound finished, leave your reader convinced of your thesis, and prompt your reader to think further about the topic)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Now Write your 2nd draft with transition words that connect the sentences together. You are now transcribing everything onto a document. Then get it peer reviewed. This is also where you can use Grammarly or a spell checker if you have not already. 
6. Remember the Conventions of academic writing for your final draft:
Critical Writing (writing about literature)
1. Verbs should be in Present Tense
2. Use Objective Point of View (no ‘I’ statements) It’s not simply your opinion. You are making a plausible interpretation of a writer’s work.
3. A quote should not sit as a sentence. A quote should become part of your sentence.
4. convey, portray, depict, evoke, and any literary term… are good words to use!
5. Refer to the reader, the writer, the speaker.
