Act Three Questions
For all answers, use complete sentences, and use pen or type your answers. Provide evidence from the text to support your answers.

Scene One

1. All the actors are meeting in the forest to rehearse for the play they are putting on; there are four concerns that they have about the play (lines 8 - 64). List each of four concerns, who has the concern; list the solutions and who proposes each one.

2. Give two examples from p. 79 that show that Quince is getting frustrated by the actor’s silly mistakes.
3. How does Puck meddle in the play? What is Bottom’s reaction to Snout on p. 81? How is what Bottom says to Snout a play on words? 

4. Does Bottom know that he has an ass’s head? What does he think is going on?

5. How does Puck’s meddling further complicate the plot? Hint – look at what Oberon wanted to have happen to Titania , and the plans for the play at Theseus’s wedding.

6. In addressing the Fairies on p.79, how does Bottom make even more of an ‘ass’ of himself?

Scene Two

1. What does Hermia accuse Demetrius of doing to Lysander at the beginning of the scene?

2. As soon as Demetrius lies down to sleep, what does Oberon do to resolve the misplaced love between Demetrius and Helena? How does this action further complicate the plot of the lovers?

3. “Weigh oath with oath, and you will nothing weigh:

        Your vows to her and me, put in two scales,

        Will even weigh, and both as light as tales.” Lines 131 – 134

Helena responds to Lysander with these lines. What do the lines mean; what is she saying? Explain the metaphor of the scales.

4. What is Helena’s reaction to both men declaring their love for her, and to Hermia’s supposed involvement? What does she think is going on? Quote the lines.
5. Helena gives a long speech to Hermia (lines 192 -219) Shakespeare uses a series of figurative devices (specifically similes) for Helena to appeal to Hermia so that she will not conspire against her; find the similes, explain them and how they work in the context of Helena’s argument.
6. The fight between the girls descends into silliness; what are some of the accusations that the girls hurl at each other?

7. What is ironic about all the fighting in this scene?

8. How is the conflict resolved?

9. How is this act the beginning of the end of the play?

