Purdy

Grade 9 Oral Storytelling

Narrative Essay Prompts

Task for storytelling:

A. Choose one of the five prompts to write about – You will have class time to do this. Come up with a brainstorm of each prompt and see which one sticks with you.

B. Dedicate yourself to this one prompt and come up with a rough sketch of what you will discuss. See me if you have trouble with this step.

C. Practice with a partner to help memorization of your narrative. Prepare at home as well. You will be sharing your story with small groups that will be shifting around. In theory, you’ll be telling the same story to five / six groups in one day. 
D. After storytelling, we will discuss how our stories changed with different audience members. 

1. Favorite Memory Writing Prompt
Think of your favorite memory. It might be from a family event, a vacation, a dance, a class, a sport or something you did by yourself. Write a narrative essay that conveys the event and why it was so special to you. Make sure it has a beginning, middle and end.

1. First Time Narrative Prompt
Think of the first time that you ever did something. It might be the first time you played an instrument, the first time you slept over at someone else’s house, the first time you performed on stage, the first time you kissed someone. How did you feel leading up to the event? During? After? Write a narrative essay that describes the event and expresses how it made you feel.

2. Preparation Narrative Topic
Think about a time when you were unprepared for something like a paper, speech, play, lesson or game. How did you feel when you realized you had forgotten to do or bring the work? Write a narrative essay with a beginning, middle and end that details the experience.

3. Goals Narrative Writing Essay
Think of a time when you set a difficult goal for yourself. Write a narrative essay where you describe the experience and how it made you feel. What was the goal, how did you prepare, work or study, and did you achieve it? 

4. Lying Writing Idea
Think of a time that you lied or broke the rules. Why did you do it, who did you lie to, and did you get away with it? How did you feel before, during and afterwards? Write an essay about it with a beginning, middle, and end.


